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PROCEEDINGS OF THE JOINT MEETING 
OF THE SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIA- 
TION, EASTERN DISTRICT, AND 
THE BOSTON CO-OPERATIVE 
INFORMATION BUREAU, 
BOSTON, JAN. 1, 1913. 

FIRST SESSION. 


The Boston Co-operative Information Bureau. 


Dr, BIGELow. On a page of the Boston Her- 
ald this morning the expression was used, 
“The all-together spirit comes to the Hub.” 
It struck me as a particularly apt expression, 
and one which typifies the spirit of this So- 
ciety,— the spirit of co-operation, of team 
play, of unifying the various interests in a 
community. It has always been one of my fads 
to regard biological processes as applicable to 
society. Life is a process of evolution, in the 


individual and in the race. We have changed 
from the simple to the complex. We have 
progressive differentiation of functions, divi- 
sion of labor, and specialization, and in the 
community, as in the individual, comes the 
need for communication, for the unification of 
its different organs by some system which will 
transmit processes from one to the other. In 
the human organism, we have the nervous sys- 
tem, which communicates between the muscles 
and the glands and various parts of the body, 
and so with society, we need some means of 
communication, something which will take the 
place of a nervous system, and the Boston co- 
operative information bureau is one of the in- 
stitutions or organizations in Boston which 
serve that purpose. It is not the whole ner- 
vous system, naturally. It does not take the 
place of other organizations like the. tel- 
ephone, telegraph, or post office, which 
might be compared perhaps, to the sym- 
pathetic nervous system, as impulses from 
one part to another. The analogy of the 
nervous system applies very well to our par- 
ticular organization. We receive questions 
from various sources, but we do not transmit 
them exactly as received. They are altered, 
they are considered and they are modified to 
suit circumstances. The nervous system con- 
sists of three parts, a receiving apparatus, and 
a sending apparatus, each with its appropriate 
end organs, and in between is a co-ordinating 
center which brings the two processes into 
harmony. And in the same way our Bureau 
may be considered to consist of three parts, 
a receiving apparatus, which consists, in the 
first place, of the members and others who 
ask questions, who wish to know things. They 
are the source of stimulation, who send in 
their matter by post or telephone. Then we 
have the sending apparatus, the co-operators, 
who furnish us with information, who supply 
us with service; and in between we have the 
co-ordinating system, the brains of the organ- 
ization, we might call it, which consists of the 
sponsors for different subjects and of the Chief 
of service. In the human brain there is a 
small portion which has to do especially with 
bringing together these different threads of 
activity, which it takes from the eyes, senses 
and impulses and brings together so _ that 
we have a harmonius working whole and sends 
off to the organs which are active. This por- 
tion is the cerebellum, and that function is 
performed in our organization by the Chief of 
service, and we have been very fortunate in 
being able to enlist in this service a gentle- 
man who is well known for his breadth of 
knowledge, who has a remarkable acquaint- 
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ance among men of ‘affairs, men of science, 
men of learning, and who has made it his busi- 
ness for many years to -keep abreast of the 
times in various lines of thought, so that it is 
particularly important that he should perform 
this important function in our Bureau, and he 
is now to speak to us on “The Bureau at 
work.” I have great pleasure in introducing 
Mr. Ritchie. 


The Bureau at Work. 


Mr. Ritcuie. Mr. President and fellow 
members. Of course, naturally it is part of 
our business to classify, but for the first time 
I think I have really been classified in a 
truly scientific way. I was not aware that I 
was a minor portion of the brain, the cerebel- 
lum. Co-operation, of course, is the essence of 
my theme, and co-operation is one of the out- 
comes of our civilization. ‘The beast does not 
co-operate. He works by himself. He is not 
sure where his next meal will come from if 
he undertakes to share it with anyone else. 
Save in a few instances where hunting is done 
in couples, uncivilized people do not know co- 
operation, but it comes to us as one of the 
products of our twentieth century civilization. 
As time goes on it becomes more and more 
developed, so that we have to accept in the 
beginning co-operation as a good principle. 
This information bureau is comparatively 
young. It is still on its trial trip, so to speak. 
Its methods are not the best, because it takes 
time to develop methods that are practicable. 

Commercial enterprises of this kind have 
been undertaken in other countries. There was 
an English enterprise that undertook to an- 
swer simple questions, and there are reports 
of a German institution which is answering 
questions, but the idea of answering questions 
in a really scientific way is a comparatively 
new one, and how to go at it, how best to 
accomplish the matter, is not, I may say, as 
yet fully determined, so that we are on our 
trial trip. 

I found that a Technology man _ was 
President of the Bureau, and that there were 
a dozen or more Technology men _ interested 
as sponsors and as those to whom questions 
might be referred, and it seemed to me that 
it would be a capital idea to have it nestle 
under the wings of such an institution; its 
strength would be the greater, and its sources of 
information, along certain lines at least, would 
certainly be the more reliable, so that, after 
a little conference with the authorities-that-be, 
I may say that the first act that the cerebel- 
lum performed was that of co-ordinating the 
Institute of Technology and its splendid re- 
sources with the Bureau. 

There is a great deal of clerical work. 
There is some furniture necessary, filing cab- 
inets, index cases, etc., as the institution came 
to me in comparatively the same condition in 
which other creatures are born, without cloth- 
ing. I have, however, with my own cabinets 
been able to take care of the Bureau in reason- 


ably good shape, and have furnished provision- 
ally these items. It is going to grow, it is 
going to be an institution of a great deal of 
importance, and it is simply necessary now 
to house the creature until the world shall find 
it so necessary that the whole question of its 
future existence shall be no longer a question. 
The matters which I will bring to your atten- 
tion this afternoon, I will classify under three 
general heads, and we will call these three 
heads, limitations, extension, maintenance. The 
limitations of a Bureau of this sort have been 
in part outlined by your President. The Bu- 
reau is a clearing house, it is not a real source, 
it is not an originator. It tells to someone, 
who asks, who may perhaps be able to answer 
a question. Some of the answers are direct. 
It has been my good fortune to be brought up 
in an atmosphere of queries, so that some of 
the questions I have been able to answer di- 
rectly. For genealogy, for instance, we have 
our societies, and there are a good many maga- 
zines. For us locally it is not unlikely that 
the Transcript will furnish some information. 
I am not certain of this, as I have no geneal- 
ogy. Then for poetry and other items in liter- 
ature, generally I think we all look to the 
Transcript as one of the sources of informa- 
tion, particularly for observations of the old- 
est readers and matters of that sort. But the 
field that has been developed in these latter 
days is the field of science and industry. It 
seems to me the field of this Bureau is in the 
special papers,—of course, you understand, the 
Scientific American, the Iron Age, etc. One of 
the rooms at one library is full to repletion 
with periodicals of this kind. Many of them, 
I think, have question-and-answer departments, 
but there is the fear that they may be actuated 
by commercial motives. This point with an 
institute of established reputation is particu- 
larly important, i. e., that there is no commer- 
cialism whatever in it, and one does not need 
to have the matter proved to him in the case 
of this Bureau. The standing of the institution 
with which it is connected is sufficiently high 
to put the idea of commercialism out of the 
question. 

One or two matters have come up which may 
be worthy of consideration. I have a list of 
translators of languages. I have a Dutch trans- 
lator at hand, and also a good Russian trans- 
lator. These names were sent to me by sub- 
scribers to the Bureau, so that it is possible 
to do even more than answer questions in Eng- 
lish, and the Bureau, without any question, 
will be able to furnish names of those who 
can undertake technical translations. This, 
mind you, is an exceedingly important matter 
in the scientific world—how to get a good 
translator, someone who understands the mat- 
ter sufficiently to go through a German techni- 
cal publication. I think that in this particular 
the Cooperative bureau may very well be de- 
veloped. A large institution may have on its 
staff men who are competent to do this work, 
often young men who would be glad of the 
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remuneration. Then there has been a question 
put to us about sporadic library work. Is there 
any list of those who are willing to go out 
odd times and do a half a day’s cataloguing? 
That is a question which librarians can deter- 
mine. The Young women’s educational and 
industrial union has sent me a list of that 


kind. 


There is, of course, in all this matter the 
question of arrangements between individuals 
for questions which may demand research. 
That, I think, will be a fairly important one 
to determine. If those who subscribed to the 
Bureau thought that a technical investigation 
requiring two or three hour’s work of an ex- 
pert was to be furnished for the $2.00 that 
was the subscription price, they are in error. 
Although thus far the question has not come 
to my supervision, it seems to me the only 
way in which that is to be determined is to 
deal man to man, the man who wants the 
information to discuss the payment with the 
man who can furnish it. The Co-operative 
bureau is not meant for an intelligence office 
for furnishing help, although perhaps if we 
come to the higher definition of the term in- 
telligence, it may be an intelligence office of 
the very best character. Now, having the Co- 
operative bureau, how can its work be extend- 
ed? One thing is very sure, it can be done 
in the ordinary business way, by advertising, 
and if not by advertising, it would seem as if 
the only other way would be by the slower 
way, of its having a value. It is up to us, as 
the boys would express it, to make it valuable 
to its subscribers, so that it shall have a rea- 
son for existing. The Bureau is very largely 
a problem of the future, and the financing is 
a matter that it will be quite necessary shortly 
to consider. There are various costs, and I 
think all librarians will realize that they are 
true costs. The costs will be for clerical ser- 
vices, stationary, postage, etc. I have no letter 
heads printed at my office, and consequently 
I have been using blank headings. It is a lit- 
tle awkward to write to a perfect stranger, 
who may be the only person in a position to 
answer a question, on paper that has no re- 
sponsibility; so that there are some matters of 
that kind that ought presently to be considered, 
and the question is how these finances are to 
be arranged. Assuming all the members and 
the officers are not paid for their services, there 
are besides the publication certain matters of 
this sort, and I shall bring to your attention 
presently, the question of finance, if the insti- 
tution grows in the point of questions. If it 
grows in point of members, and not in ques- 
tions, then the income may be sufficient to 
overlap the outlay. But the tendency, I think, 
is going to be that those who find one question 
well answered will work on the principle that 
one good turn deserves another and continue 
their requests. I have been asked about the 
number of questions, and I may say that some- 
times there are two a week, and I think there 
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have been weeks in which three questions have 
been presented, not a large number, but some- 
times questions requiring a bit of thought and 
occasionally a bit of correspondence. There 
can be no limit put upon the questions, and the 
organization should pave the way toward im- 
proving its own service. It may interest you 
for just the closing moments to know some- 
thing about the questions that have been com- 
ing in. For instance, Where can we borrow 
lantern slides? The answer to that was that 
the Public library has a stock of lantern slides, 
which, so far as they go, it is very glad to loan 
for lectures for which there is no pay. The 
Appalachian Mountain club has likewise a set 
which may be borrowed by any responsible 
individual upon the same terms. The Teach- 
ers’ school of science has also a set of lantern 
slides . . . and there are some private individ- 
uals who have collections of lantern slides, 
but, of course, it is a difficult matter to ap- 
proach a gentleman to borrow his slides, which 
may get broken, so that no list has been made 
of private gentlemen. How many states have 
woman suffrage? ‘The question came to me 
after the election, and I answered saying there 
were ten states, and the next day the papers 
printed the information that Michigan had 
been withdrawn, so that my answer was not 
quite correct. Cyanide treatment of ores? Re- 
ferred to the Mineralogical department of the 
Institute, and the answer is on the way or 
already delivered to the questioner. There 
are two questions still open for which no satis- 
factory answer is known. The person to make 
the answer has not been found. How much 
scrap iron is there sent east from the west 
coast over the Rocky Mountains? Neither the 
Census Bureau nor the Iron Age gave any in- 
formation, and at the present time the ques- 
tion is in the air. It has been asked of some 
of the west coast librarians, but as yet there 
is no answer. 


Dr. BiGELow. Many of us have had very 
vague ideas as to just what the Bureau has 
been doing, and that has been cleared up for 
us and explained by Mr. Ritchie. As he says, 
co-operation is the keynote of our activities, 
but co-operation was begun on several lines 
before this Bureau was thought of. One of 
the most important directions which co-opera- 
tion took in Boston was in the preparation of 
a list of periodicals contained in the libraries 
of Boston and vicinity. The work for this 
list was done chiefly by the staff of the Boston 
Public library. The list was one of great 
utility, but, as it was published in 1897, has 
long been out of date and is now out of print. 
It is therefore of great interest that it is now 
possible that we may have a new edition of 
this list, and we shall owe it to the enthusiasm 
of one of our members, who is particularly well 
qualified to undertake this work, Mr. Thomas 
J. Homer, and I wish to introduce Mr. Homer, 
who will speak on the ground broken for this 
new edition. 


- 
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Union List of Serials in Boston and Vicinity. 

Mr. Homer. Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen. Last August, standing on the west 
bank of the Penobscot River, a few miles above 
Bangor, | observed an interesting phenomenon, 
It was just below the most southern dam, 
seemingly the final obstruction in the course 
of the great river on its way to the Atlantic. 
There was, as might have been expected, a 
substantial rise and fall of the tide (perhaps 
of eight feet or so) at this place. The real 
phenomenon, however, was not this tide, but 
the fact that it was a tide of water that was 
fresh, from which fishermen were catching un- 
doubted fresh water fish, pickerel for instance. 

The masses of fresh water from the great 
forest basins of the north were so great that 
the incoming tide from the ocean did not per- 
meate these masses; but it did succeed in 
stemming them, and in pushing them back 
against the dam. Now, of course, | am strain- 
ing my metaphor considerably, but 1 conceive 
massive flow of printed material from the pres- 
ses of the world is like the splendid ever-rush- 
ing flow of the huge Penobscot, and that those 
ot us who assemble, or classify, or co-ordinate, 
or prepare lists of material culled in useful fa- 
shion from this tremendous and never-ending 
output of the press, so that this output shall not 
utterly overwhelm us, and so that at least some 
of this output shall be rendered more service- 
able, because well-ordered, may be likened just 
a little to the Atlantic tides in their recurrent 
stemmings of the ceaseless flood of the river 
of Maine. 

The plan of a new edition of the union list 
of serials currently received in Boston, and 
vicinity is, of course, plainly related to the 
aims of the Boston co-operative information 
bureau as a plan which presumably the Bu- 
reau would rejoice to see transmuted into ac- 
complishment. Just as the Bureau desires to 
see existent in Boston a locally intensified sub- 
ject-index, wherein shall be assembled, classi- 
fied, co-ordinated and set in order for prompt 
availability when needed, the specific locations 
of the sources and supplies of information in 
and about Boston, on any matter, local or 
general, world-wide in its sweep and scope, 
and whether such information has been for- 
mally recorded or existed merely in the brain 
of an able-minded individual,—so, of course, 
the Bureau presumably would welcome as one 
incident and feature of this splendid project, 
a serviceable list of current serial literature, 
rendering more readily available the lavish 
hordes of information as to the progress of the 
world that is pouring in upon us from the 
Orient to the Ocident, from the Arctic to the 
Antarctic. 


The printed union list of serials performs 
its chief service as a handy reference tool, 
naming to the seeker for information the li- 
brary or libraries in which he can find the 
publication which he desires to consult. In 
addition such a list serves a less important, 


but yet a useful purpose, in that it places be- 
fore the reader in quickly available form a 
number of bibliographical details, which some- 
umes greatly help the investigator to indentify 
the publication for which he may be “grop- 
ing;’ and now and then these details are 
even of considerable intrinsic interest. 

The word “union,” as used in these titles, 
commonly refers to a group of libraries in a 
specified vicinity; but, im the last item of the 
enumeration, connotes an area far wider than 
that suggested by “vicinity.” 

There is yet another phase of usefulness ef- 
fected by, the printed list, of an economic na- 
ture. It a library is subscribing for a periodi- 
cal not often called for in that particular li- 
brary, and yet if the periodical is worthy, and 
is useful when it is called for, and if, under 
these circumstances, the librarian of that li- 
brary joyfully discovers a second library much 
more blessed with wealth than the first, or 
whose need for the periodical is much greater 
than that of library No. 1, and is contentedly 
taking the periodical in question, librarian No. 
1 may well discontinue the subscription and 
take the small chance of being able to borrow 
the serial upon the few occasions when the 
need for it arises. 

1 owe this suggestion to our Secretary-treas- 
urer, who may be said to constitute both par- 
ents of the Bureau; whether or no he in his 
turn acquired it from the American economic 
association | know not; but it probably came 
straight from his active and energetic and al- 
truistic intellect. 

it appears that one Monsieur Iwinski, has 
been bold enough to gather and announce the 
(alleged) statistics of the printed literature of 
the world; and that certain figures on this 
topic were submitted to the Bibliographical 
congress which met at Brussels in 1910. The 
number of books issued from the press from 
the invention of printing to the end of 1908 
is stated as 10,378,365. 

I cannot vouch for these figures (even though 
I once did a little hack work for the American 
Statistical association). 1 can only utter this 
profound sentiment; that if I find that nine- 
tenths (or even seven-eights) of these items 
are current periodicals, received in or near 
Boston, | may still (as the old hymn hath it) 
“press with vigor on,” but I shall expect that 
my job will be completed by some younger 
man than I. 

Mr. Ernest Richardson, the learned Librar- 
ian of Princeton university, has somewhere 
said that manuscript hunting is the big-game 
sport among books; let me add that my pre- 
liminary researches, my scratchings on the sur- 
face, as it were, have made me feel the com- 
pilation of a union list of serials in this vicin- 
ity, a vicinity which is simply turgid with 
serial matter, is itself rather a sporty under- 
taking. 

Dr, BiGELow. Mr. Homer’s account of his 
undertaking, I want to repeat, is of very great 
importance to us all. The source of informa- 
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tion for this Bureau is to be found, to a con- 
siderable extent, in the special libraries which 
are growing up on all sides. We have spe- 
cial libraries connected with societies, and spe- 
cial libraries connected with firms, each mak- 
ing a collection of books, or, what is generally 
more important, of pamphlets and clippings in 
certain particular lines of industry or the arts. 
And one of these is a library connected with 
the School of social service, which is a new 
and important addition to the activities of this 
vicinity. Miss Ketcham, the Librarian of this 
library, has kindly consented to come here this 
afternoon and tell us something of her new 
duties and of the library over which she pre- 
sides. I have the pleasure of introducing Miss 
Ketcham. 


Functions and Opportunities of the Bureau. 


Mr. Lee. I have a few things to refer to. 
These are not to be. held up ‘necessarily, but 
I think that several here are interested in spe- 
cial library work and features of the Bureau 
which are in memorandum form, and would 
like to see what we have here. 

There are a good many functions and possi- 
bilities of the Bureau. I will mention several, 
but dwell upon only two or three. I have been 
saying lately, and I hope others will agree 
with me, that this is an eleemosynary institu- 
tion. The other day I had a call from a repre- 
sentative of the Associated charities, and I told 
the caller I wished they would take over the 
Bureau and run it as a charity, and cater to 
the rich as well as the poor. I think that 
the Associated charities should be the center 
to go to for every kind of a need, whether a 
summer resort or to help the poor. I shall 
not have much confidence in the success of 
this Bureau until I am out of it. I think an 
inventor ought to be fired, because he butts in 
and has too many ideas to give one idea a 
chance to grow. 

The whole Bureau is a very simple idea. 
Librarians catalogue books, and business men 
have their stock-in-trade up their sleeves. Ap- 
ply the library idea to your stock-in-trade and 
classify the brains of John Jones, John Smith, 
etc. Have a record of your specialties and let 
us know what you can do and anything we can 
do for you. 

I have not listed my memoranda in particu- 
larly logical form, but I shall take them as 
I have them here. One of the functions which 
I hope we shall bring about this year or next 
is a center for “lost and found.” I lost $19 
once and paid $3 to advertise for it, but never 
got the $19. It would have been some satisfac- 
tion if I could get my lost and found registered 
as some sort of a municipal affair. I think 
this is done in Scotland Yard, London, where 
everything lost and found goes to their muni- 
cipal clearing house. At our library we have 
a monthly auction. Miss Ketcham complained 
of her overflow. Yesterday there came 
to our library 3 sets of the Transactions 
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of the American institute of electrical 
engineers. We don’t want more than two, 80 
that one of these sets will go at our auction. 
If you bought them in the first place they would 
cost $10, or $5 anyway. At our auction they 
go for 10c or $1. My idea would be that 
this auction should be a public affair in Bos- 
ton, say the first Thursday of each month, 
where we should register our overflow and 
have our own clearing house certificate, so to 
speak. I think I said earlier, we may want 
to get rid of our Poole’s Index. We don’t 
use it, and if anyone who bought it would 
give us a slip which would allow us to buy 
their material another time, it might be a good 
thing to pass it along. Another idea, which is 
a little ahead of the times perhaps, is a refer- 
ence book commission. We have various agents 
coming to us from time to time to sell their 
publications, and we should like to be able to 
say to them, “What does the reference book 
commission say about this? I have not time 
to look into this, but who is the particular per- 
son this set of encyclopedias fits?” In Bos- 
ton we have a way of saying when a man calls 
on you and asks you to subscribe to a waiters’ 
alliance, “Have you been endorsed by _ the 
Chamber of Commerce? No? ‘Then go and 
be endorsed and come and talk to me.” ~ This 
was first done in Cleveland, and is a means 
of keeping down the number of callers. So 
with book-sellers, their books may be good, but 
they ought to be passed upon by a commission. 
This summer | made a comparison of four 
encyclopedias. The Bureau could take up just 
such things as this. I think now is the time 
to dwell upon ideals. The Directors went in- 
to detail; I want to talk about the possibili- 
ties. 

How about a museum of new books? We 
go to the Old corner book store and ask them 
for the things we want to see, rather helter- 
skelter, but I wish there were a place where 
all the latest publications on fuel and other 
subjects of interest to us and to others could 
be seen, a book museum, letting this museum 
charge you twice the cost of a book. Mr. 
Clarke, the bookseller, said it would not be 
satisfactory, but I think the Bureau, if safely 
on its feet, could start something of this sort. 
I believe the Engineers’ Club of New York 
has automatically every new book on engi- 
neering sent to it. 


Bibliographies are called for in our Bureau, 
and I think these are taken care of by “Spe- 
cial libraries,” so that what we should regis- 
ter is just a bibliography of people, as it were. 

Note at the end of this program are sources 
of information in Boston and vicinity regard- 
ing British America. This is typical of what 
the Bureau aims to do. I should not say that 
there is a big demand for information on Brit- 
ish America, but we ourselves, Stone & Web- 
ster ,are interested in this territory, and so I 
took it for the subject of this Bulletin. There 


might be at another time one on finding out 
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who are the experts on government documents, 
who have them in town besides the Public li- 
library, who are the authorities on single tax, 
and all that sort of thing. 


Now really the most important thing to dis- 
cuss is the classification of the members, the 
registration. We have a form, as a good 
many of you know, which says I want to sub- 
scribe as'an A class member, as a class B or 
class C member, where each puts down what 
his facilities are. I want to say that today, 
in order to prepare for the meeting I got out 
a form which we are going to use for our office. 
We made a tentative trial of this a year ago in 
the office. This gives you a chance to under- 
score two or three hundred topics with which 
you are familiar. For instance, here is a man 
who has underscored the following topics 
which had been underscored by man referred 
to read. Now, that idea applied to all hu- 
manity registered at the headquarters is the 
idea of the Bareau. I have some of these 
blanks if anybody wishes them. 

Books borrowable is another thing besides 
what your specialty is. One of the members 
said he had the Calcutta Directory, 1906, 
which is perhaps a rare thing, and so. on. 
That idea carried to a conclusion is what we 
are after. I want to say here, apropos of Mr. 
Homer’s union list of periodicals, how about 
a union list of books? A gentleman called 
upon me yesterday, who is particularly well 
known about Boston, in connection with the 
Engineers club library, recently founded. I 
suggested to him that it get out a union list 
of books. Then when he knows what books 
there are in Boston he need not put them all 
in the Engineers library. Get people to give 
things if they will. Start with that union list. 
We ourselves are great borrowers. I received 
a letter the other day from a man who said 
that an important thing to build up is custom. 
I think he is entirely right. We need educa- 
tion to get in the habit of appealing to the 
Bureau, using the Bureau, and getting this co- 
operative idea. 

I want to show you some of the questions 
from our point of view, showing the need for 
this Bureau, what we do as a matter of course, 
some of the questions that have come to our 
library within the last few months. Somebody 
wanted to know where he could find in Boston 
the Journal of the American mining institute, 
vol. 3, about twenty years old. I don’t think 
he got what he wanted, but some crank in Bos- 
ton probably has that whole set. We wanted 
to know the snowfall of Saskatoon without 
going up there or writing. We had to write. 
Now, somebody in Boston knows about that. 
We were building up there and wanted that 
information in connection with our work. Who 
has the Annual Canadian financial review? 
We found somebody who had that and accord- 
ingly made a note. When we are asked a 
question we try to keep a record of how the 
information was found and classify it as part 


of our stock-in-trade. The address of the In- 
ternational engineering works, limited? I may 
be telling tales out of school to say how we 
found this. Very simple. They did not have 
it at the Chamber of commerce. You can see 
right off that it was probably in Canada, be- 
cause they are “limited” there and we are not 
here. I thought of the Telephone company and 
their toll call lists, but they are not supposed 
to give this information. I called up Mr. 
Wilkie, who has a sort of underground con- 
nection with us, and he gave us the informa- 
tion. But if the Telephone company is gen- 
erous and is co-operative, as I think they ought 
to be, they will put at our service their long 
distance telephone books to all parts of the 
world. A recent issue of the “American fertil- 
izer?” We got it from the Bowker fertilizer 
company, and put that on the record. To- 
pographic maps of all the states are owned 
by several concerns. Some of ours which we 
needed had been sent to St. Louis, and we 
borrowed them from the Ambursen hydraulic 
construction company. We have sent for others 
to replace them. : 

The other day Mr. Ritchie suggested that 
the Bulletin include the advertisement of back 
numbers as a function and the advertisement 
of things people want. I think our members 
should be able to put in our Bulletin a list of 
the books they want. I had a letter the other 
day from the School of landscape architecture 
of Harvard university, who wanted a list of 
things, and I think it is perfectly proper to 
advertise it in our Bulletin the next time. 

I think I will end this discussion by bringing 
out the most important feature, and that is of 
classifying and getting a list of all the-stock- 
in-trade in town. That is the real thing and 
it is a matter of education. I have sent out 
a circular letter to this effect and got about 
150 replies. We ought to have 1500 replies, 
and the way to work that, I think, is to be 
pretty wise in using the papers and getting 
them to be among our co-operators, to write us 
up; and gradually they will come in, when they 
call us up and get satisfactory answers for 
their subscription. 


Dr. BiGELow. We all listened with much 
interest to Mr. Lee’s ideas of the needs of the 
Bureau. Have any members present anything 
to add? 

Mk. BRIGHAM. I feel that as a representa- 
tive from another state and a nearby city I 
ought at least to bring a little contribution, and 
that is that I have a fault to find with the 
Bureau. The title is not inclusive enough. It 
should cover southern New England. We have 
tried in Providence to work out this problem 
of what you might call the stock-in-trade of the 
librarians in town, and we have attempted to 
prepare such a list, arranged alphabetically, 
up to the time of the publication issued by the 
United States Bureau of education, by William 
Dawson Johnston. We have now gone ahead 
arranging the material somewhat on the same 
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line as the Bureau of education report, and 
that, I believe, was listed in this year’s publi- 
cations of the Education bureau. The striking 
thing to me was the enormous strength of 
Harvard university on many subjects, of which 
there was very little in the country outside of 
Harvard. Mr. Johnston in his statement of 
public libraries noted that the list was by no 
means complete, and that it was proposed to 
issue a second edition. If so, there is an op- 
portunity for this Bureau to co-operate with the 
Bureau: of education in making that list as com- 
plete as possible for Boston and this part of 
southern New England. The data noted there 
is quite striking. For example, there was a 
little collection of books in the Boston Athen- 
aeum on bells and bell ringing, something I 
do not think most of us were aware of. You 
might confine your researches to the special 
libraries which are interested in special subjects. 
I cannot speak officially in ‘this matter, but 
more or less co-operation among the librarians 
of Boston, Providence and possibly of Worces- 
ter in developing this stock-in-trade of the three 
cities would, I think, be appreciated. When I 
received a copy of this report I took the trouble 
to go over it by subject and place a different 
check mark for Boston, for Worcester, and for 
Providence, and I was very greatly struck with 
the fact that the great literature of the country 
was so well represented, hardly a page without 
three or four checks against the various mat- 
ters which were noted there. I hope that some- 
time, through this Bureau or some other source, 
work out with you a list 
England. Mr. Koopman, 
the Librarian of Brown university, published 
an article recently in which he noted that in 
that territory from Boston to Washington—I 
have forgotten the exact figures—a large pro- 
portion, perhaps seven-eighths of the books of 
the country were placed. And it means a good 
deal to an investigator to know that he can go 
within an hour’s ride to practically the literary 
center of the country. 

DR, BIGELOW. Certainly it would be desir- 
able to enlarge our. scope, but I think we need 
to be receptive in our work at present and to 
perfect our organization and rather enlarge 
the scurces in the immediate: vicinity before 
we try to branch very far. I am sure that 
co-operation with the libraries of Providence 
and Worcester would be heartily desirable, 
and should be begun before long. We should 
be glad to hear from members of the society 
with regard to the aims and opportunities of 
the Bureau. 

Miss HosMer. I rather think, that the re- 
marks of Mr. Lee in connection with the libra- 
Ty museum covered what I had to say, having 
the publishers circulate among certain members 
of the Bureau books which would be of inter- 
est to those members, i. e., books on engineer- 
ing should be sent to one or the other of those 
men who are interested in engineering, sim- 
ply giving him a chance to look over the book 
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and send it to the next man. In that way it 
would give each man a chance to see the book 
and the publisher a chance to advertise his 
book. 

Mr. LEE. I had not thought of it in that 
way, but your way would be to have each man 
pay the ten or fifteen cents in postage required 
for the forwarding of the book. I think that 
could be worked by a circular letter. A let- 
ter from Dr. Whitney could be published in 
the Bulletin. 

Miss HosMeER. It is a point on which Dr. 
Whitney is very much interested. Very fre- 
quently we cannot get hold of the recent books 
on subjects. Occasionally we have them or- 
dered on approval, but it seems to me that 
some system of this kind would be more effici- 
ent. 

Mr. Homer. I should like to add to what 
I have said, I am still intensely interested in 
the technical end of the Bureau, and would 
say that I have assembled in the catalogue 
room of the Boston public library a large num- 
ber of bibliographical toots from all over the 
world. Of course, I have had some difficulty 
in finding out whether periodicals recorded up 
to five or six years ago are still alive. I 
should have found most useful, if it were con- 
solidated, F. W. Faxon’s “Births an deaths.” 
I asked him if he would have it consolidated, 
but he did not think there would be enough 
interest. Some of my bibliographical tools, 
dealing with periodicals up-to-date, come from 
rather obscure sources, and if anyone at any 
time would be interested to see these tools, I 
should be only too delighted to show them to 
anybody who would like to come to see me at 
the catalogue room. 


Mr. LANE. Your President asked me_ to 
come down here and discuss the paper. I do 
not think you want to lay too much stress on 
the Bulletin of this organization. It seems to 
me the question which the Co-operative infor- 
mation bureau should always answer is who 
has a certain book, and véry often who knows 
about particular things. Of course, if we 
happen to have a gentleman of wide knowl- 
edge, like Mr. Ritchie, with knowledge of 
many countries, we need go no further, and 
I think your likeness of the whole thing to 
the cerebellum is a very good one. 


There are a great many people who want 
information who do not know where to get 
it. For example, I should not know where to 
look up my genealogy, and I should be very 
glad if at any time I desired it, Mr. Ritchie 
would have the telephone address of the man 
who could look it up. I hope he is going to 
make a select list of telephone addresses. And 
that is one of the best things about having it 
at the. Institute of Technology that we shall 
not feel that it is on merely a commercial 
basis. If I wanted a man to look up my gen- 
ealogy I should expect to pay him, but I want 
to know he is a good man. I should think 
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that the system should be so arranged with 
the Dewey decimal classification that somebody 
in the organization should know who is the 
proper man. People have to apply at ran- 
dom. There is a good deal of friendly co- 
operation. For instance, somebody applied to 
Warren to get a man to look at a marble 
quarry, and Warren turned him over to me 
and I told him to go to Little, and finally he 
got the very man who was the right one. But 
sometimes we want information in a hurry. 
Some men do not know how to look in a book 
for information. I was consulted recently re- 
garding salt water around Detroit and I re- 
ferred the gentleman who asked the question 
to my reports ,and he said he had consulted 
these reports and could not find the informa- 
tion. I wrote him a letter giving the same 
information which was just what he wanted. 
If people want to pay this is just the right 
thing. There is another line of research. Be- 
hind every book there is a man, and, more- 
over, the man is more up-to-date than the 
book. Sometimes pgople want up-to-date in- 
formation, and in that case we want to know 
who is the living library. Nelson’s Loose-Leaf 
Encyclopedia does something in that line, and 
we have in Boston people who are well posted, 
and I think we should have people who are 
well posted books, if you please. For in- 
stance, there are the book stores where they 
have plates, book stores where they have for- 
eign literature, etc. Mr. Ritchie can, I think, 
easily tell what bookstores have certain kinds 
of books. 


Now, in all these lines it seems to me that 
the Information bureau will do best if it can 
answer shortly the kind of questions people 
are going to ask, and the questions should be, 
“Who knows where a certain book is?” 

The Bulletin is a very good thing, but it does 
not seem to me to be the most important thing 
about the Bureau. The personal matter, the 
man-to-man matter, seems to me more impor- 


tant. I am perfectly. willing to answer a man 
a large lot of questions, scientific questions. 


But there are other things which are a more 
commercial proposition, and none of us can do 
too much. Now, that, as one of the Directors 
said, must be left for personal arrangement 
between the man who wants the information 
and the man who has the information. To a 
certain extent many ef us would be willing to 
give the information. It seems to me that Mr. 
Ritchie and the Technology people are just the 
ones to stand as a nucleus between the people 
who want information and those who have it. 

In regard to an exchange, it recalls to my 
mind a great big concrete building which my 
brother Lucius planned out in the _ suburbs, 
where all these discarded books should go and 
where they could be dealt out to various peo- 
ple as they were needed, sort of a mausoleum 
or a great big ship stack in the suburbs of all 
those books which are not called for more 
than once a year. 
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83-89.) 
Discussion: p. 89-91. HG9753.A1F35 1911 
Moore, Francis C. Fire insurance and how to 
build; combining also a guide to insurance 
agents respecting fire prevention and extinc- 
tion. New York, The Baker & Taylor Co., 
1903. 860 p. HG9669.M82 
How to build fireproof and slow- 
New York, Continental print, 
TH1065.M81 
Fire insurance engineer- 


burning. 
[1898]. 74 p. 
Moore, Frederick C. 





ing. 
(In Zartman, Lester W., ed. Fire insur- 
ance. New Haven, 1909. p. 250-262.) 
HG9665.Z3 
— Fire protection with automatic sprink- 
lers. 


(In Zartman, Lester W., ed. Fire insur- 
ance. New Haven, 1909. p. 262-270.) 
HG9665.Z3 
Morgan, FE. C. Fire waste—A personal e- 
sponsibility. 

(In Fire underwriters’ association of the 
Pacific. Proceedings, 1912. [n. p.], 1912. p. 
172-177.) HG9753.A1F35 1912 

National board of fire underwriters. Building 





code recommended by the National board of 
3d ed. New York, J. 


fire underwriters... 





Kempster printing co., 1909. 268 p. 
TH223.N2 
“Fire appliances, fire escapes and fireproof 
shutters and doors”: p. 129-140; “Fire- 
proof buildings’: p. 141-152; ‘Public 
buildings, theatres and places of assem- 
blage”: p. 186-208; “Fire limits”: p. 214. 
...List of electrical fittings published 
by the National board of fire underwriters 
at the recommendation of Underwriters’ la- 
boratories, Inc., following examinations and 
tests conducted under the standard of the 
national electrical code as recommended by 
the National fire protection association. Chi- 
cago, J. A. Hopkins Co., 1911. 106 p. 
This list is revised semi-annually. 
Preventable fire waste. Conservation 
efforts for its reduction. Address by a spe- 
cial committee of the National board of fire 
underwriters at the National- conservation 
congress held in Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 25th, 
26th & 27th, 1911. New York, 1911. 12 p. 
Rules and requirements. 
The Library of Congress has the following: 


Acetylene gas machines, and...the storage 
of calcium carbide. 

Car storage and operating houses, Con- 
struction and protection of standard rail- 
way. 

Coal gas producers (pressure and suction 
systems). 

Electric fire pumps. 

Electric wiring and apparatus. 

Fire alarm systems, Municipal. 

Fire hose for use inside buildings, Unlined 
linen. 

Fire pumps, Centrifugal. 

Fire pumps, Rotary. : 

Fluids which at. ordinary temperatures 
give off inflammable vapors, Systems for 
storing 250 gallons or less of. 

Gasolene stoves for cooking and heating. 

Gasolene vapor gas lighting machines, 
lamps and systems. 

Grain dryers. 

Gravity tanks. 

Hose houses for mill yards. 

Hydrants for mill yard use, valves, indi- 
cator posts. 

Incubators and brooders. 

Kerosene oil pressure systems, 

Nitro-cellulose films in connection with mo- 
tion picture film exchanges. 

Oxy-acetylene heating and welding appar 
atus. . 

Signaling systems used for the transmis- 
sion of signals affecting the fire hazard. 

Skylights. 

Sprinkler equipments automatic and open 
systems. 
Steam pump 

pumps. 


governors and = auxiliary 

Waste cans, ash cans, refuse barrels, fire 
pails and safety cans for benzene and 
gasolene. 








| 32 SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


Wired glass and the construction of frames 
for wired and prism glass used as a fire 
retardant. 

National board of fire underwriters. Specifi- 
cations. ..covering the details and dimensions 
of national standard hose couplings and hyd- 
rant fittings for public fire service. As recom- 
mended by the National fire protection as- 
sociation. [n. p.], 1911. 7 p. 4 diags. 

Specifications...for the manufacture 

and installation of steam fire pumps as rec- 

ommended by the National fire protection as- 

sociation. [n. p.], 1911. 64 p. 

Suggestions for organizing private fire 

departments...as recommended by National 

fire protection association. [n. p.], 1902. 11 

p. 











Suggestions...for protection against 
lightning as recommended by the National 
fire protection association. [n. p.], 1907. 10 
p. Reprinted 1909. 

Underwriters’ laboratories (incorpor- 
ated). ...General information in reference to 
the organization, its purpose and its methods. 
Chicago, J. A. Hopkins, 1911. 24 p. 

Uniform requirements recommended 

...for use of boards, bureaus and inspectors 
relating to standard mill construction, “in- 
ferior” construction, general hazards, oil 
rooms, general protection, stairway and ele- 
vator closures, watchmen, thermostats and 
miscellaneous matters. Prepared by the Na- 
tional fire protection association. [n. p.], 
1911. 33 p. 

National fire protection association. The Bal- 
timore conflagration. Report of the Commit- 
tee on fire-restrictive construction. 2d ed. 
Chicago, Office of the secretary of the asso- 
ciation, [1904?] 130 p. THIO93.N29 

Bulletin to members. 

Library of Congress has the following num- 
bers: 

32. Loss of control of fire streams due to 
exposure of hydrants and valves. 

37. High pressure fire service at Chicago. 

54. Iroquois theater fire, at Chicago, Dec. 
30, 1903. 

58. L’oxylithe. 

61. Carbon tetrachloride. 

68. Clogging of water pipes. 

73. Sprinkler system instructions. 

74. Fire at Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 26, 
1904. 

76. Conflagration at Toronto, Ontario, 

Apr. 19th and 20th, 1904. 

85. Car barns. 

90. Time required to raise steam for fire 
pumps from cold boilers and cost of 
maintaining banked fires. 

91. Fire at Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 13- 
14, 1904. 

104. Coverings for steam pipes. 

124. Percentage of cost for various items 
in buildings of fireproof construction. 

126. Turpentine substitutes. 

———— Fire losses in the United states $30,000 


an hour and what individuals and com- 
munities can do to reduce them. [Hartford, 
Conn., 1912?] 12 p. HG9748.N3 

Fire waste overtaking insurance capi- 

tal. (Hartford, Conn., 1912?] 8 p. 
HG9748.N4 

Index to subjects covered in the print- 
ed records, Jan., 1911. [Boston, F. Wood], 
1911. 51 p. HG9753.A1N6 

—_—§— Proceedings, 1900-1911. New York, 
1900-1911. 10 v. HG9753.A1N5 

Quarterly bulletin of the Committee 
on special hazards and fire record. ([Hart- 
ford, Conn.] 1903 Apr. 1907. 

Henry A. Fiske, Chairman. 
Library of Congress has nos. 2, 9-11, 13- 
15, 17. 

Succeeded by the following: 

Quarterly of the National fire protec- 
tion association. vy. 1, no. 1, July, 1907. Hart- 
ford, Conn., The National fire protection as- 
sociation, 1907-date. 

Henry A. Fiske, editor. 

Report of committee of the National 
fire protection association on the relative fire 
hazard of cotton as baled by various methods. 


[Boston?], 1902. 83 p. 


The story of the National fire protec- 
tion association. Boston, National fire pro- 
tection association, [1911?]. 8 p. 

TH9111.N33 
National fire protection association. Will you 
be a fire warden and life-saver in the home? 

[ Hartford, Conn., 1911?] 8 p. 

Will you be a fire warden and life- 
saver in the store and factory? [Hartford, 
Conn., 1912?] 8 p. TH9146.N3 

Nebraska. Fire commission. Fire prevention 
text book for use in the public schools of 
Nebraska. [Lincoln? Neb., 1910] 28 p. 

TH9148.N27 

New York (City) Ordinances, etc. The build- 
ing code of the city of New York, with 
amendments to Apr. 12, 1906. [New York, 
M. B. Brown press], 1906. 202 p. 

TH225.N52 1906 

“Fireproof buildings’: p. 77-83; “Public 

buildings, theatres and places of assem- 

blage”: p. 83-99; “Fire limits: p. 128- 
134. 





Laws, ordinances and reg- 
ulations governing the manufacture, storage 
sale and use of explosives and combustible 
material in the city of New York. [New 
York, M. B. Brown press, 1909]. 221 p. 

: HD3624.U7N5 

———— (State) Laws, statutes, etc. Compila- 
tions of the laws of the state of New York 
relating to firemen, paid or volunteer, their 
rights, duties and privileges. Troy, N. Y,, 
Green's printing house, 1910. 105 p. 

TH9504.N75 1910 

New York board of fire underwriters. Report 
on fire in the Equitable building, Broadway, 
Pine, Nassau and Cedar streets, New York 
city, Jan. 9, 1912, [New York, 1912]. 26 p. 

TH9449.N5N5 


an 
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Report on fire, January 10th, 1908, in 
Parker building S. E. cor. 19th street and 
4th avenue, New York city. April 22nd, 
1908. [New York, Stearns & Beale, 1908.] 
24 p. TH1093.N5 

_____— Committee on fire patrol. Annual re- 


port. [New York], 1881-1897. ‘5. ¥. ; 
TH9505.N502 
Norton, Thomas H. The contributions of 
chemistry to the methods of preventing and 
extinguishing conflagration. [New York, 
é 1895]. 39 p. TH9338.N9 


“Reprinted from the Journal of the Ameri- 
can chemical society, Feb. 1895, v. 17, 
no. 2.” QD1.A5,v.17 

Ohio. State fire marshal. Dangers and chem- 
istry of fire. [For primary schools] By 
Clarence Maris. Columbus, O., F. J. Heer, 
1908-09. 2 v. TH9146.042 

i Dangers and chemistry of 





fire. For grammar schools. By Clarence 
Maris. Columbus, O., F. J. Heer, 1908-09. 
2 TH9146.04 


Similar publications have been issued by 
other states. 

O'Reilly, Joseph J. E. Fire fighting; some 
facts and figures. New York city, The Chief 
pub. co., 1911. 199 p. TH9146.08 

Owen, Ira J. Notes on hydraulics; a pocket 
book of useful data for engineers, architects, 
factory managers, fire insurance inspectors 
and students. New York, The Insurance 
press, [1907?] 394 p. TH9150.08 

*Parsons, Harry De B. ‘Tall buildings under 


test of fire. New York, Spectator Co. 
*Paterson, William. Fire extinction. New 
York, Spectator Co. 
Pennsylvania. Laws, statutes, etc. 1911. Act 
254. An act establishing the office of State 


fire marshal; defining his powers and duties, 
providing for his compensation and the main- 
tenance of his office; giving courts the power 
to punish witnesses for contempt of his au- 
. thority, and to review his orders and making 
it the duty of officers of public instruction and 
persons in charge of public and private 
schools to instruct children as to the dangers 

of fire and the prevention of fire waste. 
1911. Act. 281. An act cre- 
ating the office of fire marshal, to be attached 
to the Department of public safety in cities 
i of the first class; prescribing his duties and 
powers; and providing penalties for viola- 
tions of the provisions of this act; and pro- 
viding for the method of appointment, com- 
pensation, and for the maintenance of his 

office. 

Prince, Lawrence H. The fire protection of 
hospitals for the insane. Chicago, C. H. 
Blakely & Co., 1891. 122 p. RC439.P95 





=n 


Rhode Island. Laws, statutes, etc. Public 
laws, 1912. Ch. 797. Fire drills in schools. 
*Rhode Island. State library. Legislative 
reference bureau. Fire drills in public and 
private schools; a digest of the laws of 
several states...Jan., 1912. In Mss. State 


Library. 


v 


Rochester, N. Y. Chamber of commerce. The 
dividual fire fighting. [Rochester, N. Y.], 
1911. 15 p. TH9146.R6 

Rochester, N. Y. Chamber of commerce. The 
prevention of fire. 3d ed. [Rochester, N. Y.], 
1911. 16 p. 1 H9146.R7 

Sachs, Edwin O. Fire prevention on board 
ship. 

(In Institution of naval architects. Trans- 
actions, 1904. London, 1904. v. 46, p. 273- 


280.) 
Discussions: p. 285-289. 
Reprinted in Engineering (London), 
May 6, 1904, v. 77: 658-660. 
TAL.E55,v.77 
comp. Fires and public entertain- 
ments, a study of some 1,100 notable fires at 
theatres, music halls, circus buildings and 
temporary structures during the last 100 
years. London, C. and E. Layton, 1897. 58 
p. TH9448.S2 
ed. The record of the special com- 
mission formed by the British fire prevention 
committee to visit the principal cities of cen- 
tral Europe on the occasion of the Interna- 
tional fire service congress at Budapesth, 
1904. London, The British fire prevention 
committee, [1905]. 68 p. (Journal of the 
British fire prevention committee. No. 2. 
Feb., 1905. Special subject.) TV55.812 
and Ernest A. E. Woodrow. Modern 
opera houses and theatres. Examples se- 
lected from playhouses recently erected in 
Europe, with descriptive text, a treatise on 
theatre planning and construction, and sup- 
plements on stage machinery, theatre fires, 
and protective legislation. London, B. T. 
Batsford, 1896-98. 3 v. NA6820.82 
*Schoen, Allan M. Manual of electricity; a 
reference book for the use of fire under- 
writers. Louisville, 1911. 

Special agents’ electrical hand-book, 
dealing with electricity in its bearing upon in- 
surance inspectors. 2d ed. New York, The 
Spectator Co., 1895. 113 p. HG9716.E5S32 

Schwartz, von. Fire and explosion risks. A 
handbook dealing with the detection, investi- 
gation and prevention of dangers arising 
from fires and explosions of chemico-techni- 
cal substances and establishments...Tr. from 
the rev. German ed. by Charles T. C. Salter. 


VM1.15,v.46 


London, C. Griffin and Co., 1904. 357 p. 
TP270.84 
Shaw, Sir Eyre M. Fire protection. A com- 


plete manual of the organization, machinery, 
discipline, and general working, of the fire 
brigade of London. London, C. & E. Layton, 


1876. 332 p. TH9145.85 
Sheppard, James. The science of minimizing 


fire waste. 
(In Federation of insurance 
Great Britain and _ Ireland. 
1906. London, 1906. v. 


institutes of 
Journal, 
9, p. 185-226.) 
HG8016.15,v.9 
Progress of fire protection. 
institutes of 


Sims, P. H. 


(In Federation of insurance 
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Great Britain and Ireland. Journal, 1903. 
London, 1903. v. 6, p. 225-269.) . 
HG8016.15.v.6 
Skinner, Frank W. Fireproof building con- 
struction. An outline of some types, condi- 
tions and results. 
(In Cornell university. 
engineers. Transactions, 1902-1903. 
aca, 1903. v. 11, p. 78-99.) 
Bibliography: p. 99. 


Association of civil 
Ith- 


TA1.C8,v.11 
Fire pre- 


York, The 


The Spectator company, New York. 
vention and protection. New 
Spectator company, 1904. 416 p. 

TH9145.875 

Fire protection and water supply 
1903-1904; an exhaustive compilation show- 
ing the fire equipment and water supply of 
the cities and towns of the United States and 
Canada, having a population of: 1,000 or 
more, according to the census of 1900. New 
York, The Spectator company, 1904. 490 p. 
TH9502.S7 1903-04 

Steeb, George V. Agents’ and inspectors’ pock- 
et-book of fire protection. [2d ed.] New York, 
The Spectator company, 1912. 286 p. 

HG9715.S8 1912 

*Sumner, H. Fire service in factories, works, 
etc. New York, Spectator Co. 

*Tawse, J. P. Electric lighting and its rela- 
tion to the risk of fire. New York, Spectator 
Co. 

Thorp, Windsor. 
fecting fire risks. 

(In Federation of 


Building construction as af- 


insurance institutes of 


Great Britain and Ireland. Journal, 

1908. London, 1908. v. 11, p. 95-123.) 
HG8016.15,v.11 

*Townsend, FE. R. Fire prevention and fire 


protection in the United States. 1910. 16 p. 
U. S. Bureau of manufactures (Dept. of com- 
merce and labor). Insurance in foreign 
countries. Washington, Govt. print. off., 1905. 
253 p. Special consular reports, v. 38.) 
“Fire and marine insurance”: p. 193-253. 
HC1.82,v.38 
“In Europe the fire insurance laws are re- 
markable, chiefly because they compel in- 
while in all 
insist- 
and 


surance in 
cities they 


some countries, 


prevent losses by 


great 


ing on the erection of only stone 


brick buildings.” 


———- Bureau of statistics 


Dept. of state 


Fire and building regulations in foreign 
countries. Reports from the consuls of the 
United States in answer to a circular from 


Washington, Govt. 
Special consular 
HC1.82,v.8 

Mis. 


the Department of state. 

print. off., 1892. 543 p. 

reports, v. 8.) 

52d Congress, 2d 
doc. no. 111. 

Rolla V. Fire protection for San Fran- 
Commonwealth club of California. 

I'ransactions, Sept 1907, v. 2: 373-386. 
Discussion: William J. Dutton, Andrew M. 
Davis, and others: p. 386-414 


session. House. 


Watt, 


cisco. 


Weekly underwriter. Live articles on special 
hazards; a series of articles reprinted from 
the monthly fire insurance supplement of the 
Weekly underwriter. [no. 1-3.] [New York, 
Unity press, 1910-1912.] 3 v.. HG9711.W4 

Wentworth, Franklin H. Factories and their 
fire protection. A tract for architects and 
builders. Boston, National fire protection as- 
sociation, [1911?] 11 p. 

Reprinted from Architectural record. 

TH9445.F3W5 
The prevention of fire. Speech at 
Minnesota fire prevention congress, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Nov. 8, 1911. [Boston? 1911?] 
8 p. TH9155.W5 
Syllabus for public instruction in fire 
prevention. Boston, National fire protection 
association, 1912. 7 p. 
Reprinted from Quarterly, Jan., 1912. 
TH9146.W5 

Wilson, Herbert M. Waste of structural ma- 
terials from fire and other causes. 

(In National conservation commission. Re- 
port, 1909. Washington, 1909. v. 3, p. 
604-619.) HC101.A4 1909b,v.3 
— and John L. Cochrane. The fire tax 

and waste of structural materials in the 
United States. Washington, Govt. print. off. 


’ 


1910. 30 p. (U. S. Geological survey. Bul- 
letin 418). QE75.B9,no.418 
Issued also as House doc. no. 368, 61st 
Cong. 2d sess. TH9503.W6 
Woodbury, Charles J. H. The fire protection 
of mills. 3d ed. New York, J. Wiley & 


sons, 


1895. 196 p. TV205.W83 
Periodicals Devoted to Fire Prevention. 


British fire prevention committee. Journal 
no. 1-6. Nov. 1904-1911. London, 1904-1911. 
6. Vv. TH1091.B4 

Fire and water engineering; a weekly journal 
devoted to fire protection, water supply and 
sanitation, Jan. 1893-date. vy. 13-date. New 
York, 1893-date. TH9111.F5 

Fire protection monthly magazine. 

Said to contain some good material and to 
be the official organ of state fire 
associations. 

Fireproof 


several 


magazine, 1903-1907. v. 2-11. Chi- 


igo, Fire-proof pub. co., 1903-07. 10 v. 
Monthly 
Ceased publication. 1H1061.F5 
Insurance engineering. A monthly magazine 
devoted to the science of diminishing dangers 


t and life. July, 1909-date. v. 18- 


Cas 


oOo property 
i i 


date. New York, The Insurance press, 1909- 
date. TH9201.A1T6 
Insurance institute of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. Journal. London, C. & E. Layton, 


1899-1911. 12 v. HG8016.15 
The Journal of fire, a technical fire publica- 
tion and advocate of prevention and pro- 
tection as the duty of the individual.  v. 
1-2. July 1906-June, 1908. New York, [The 
Fire bureau, etc.], 1906-08. 2 v. Monthly. 
TH9111.J7 


The Weekly underwriter; an insurance news- 
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New York, The Underwriter print- 


er. 
“te Week- 


ing & publishing co., 1890-1893. 4 v. 
ly. 
" Library of Congress has v. 22-23, 48. 
Contains occasional articles on fire preven- 
tion which have been collected yearly, 
beginning with 1910, into small books, 
under the title “Live articles on special 
hazards.” HG8011.W4 
Articles in Periodicals 


1897 Scanlan, W. M. 
in fire-proof construction. 
azine, Mar., 1897, v. 12: 


Materials and methods 
Engineering mag- 
1001-1008. 
TA1.E59,v.12 
The prevention of fires 
Society of arts. 


Bathurst, Frederick. 
due to leakage of electricity. 
Journal, Mar. 12, 1897, v. 45: 331339. 

Discussions: p. 339-342. T1.864,v.45 

1897-98-99 Sachs, Edwin O. Fire prevention in 


Europe. Engineering (London), June 18, 
July 9, 23, Aug. 12, Sept. 24, Nov. 5, 26, 
Dec: 17, 1897, Jan. 7, Feb. 4, 25, Mar. 25, 


Apr. 29, May 27, July 29, Aug. 19, Sept. 16, 
Oct. 21, Nov. 18, 1898, Jan. 20, Mar. 31, 
Apr. 7, May 5, 1899, v. 63-67. 
10 of the 23 chapters treat of fire pre- 
vention. TA1.E55,v.63-67 
1898 Potter, Thomas. Fireproof construction 
of domestic buildings. Society of arts. Jour- 
nal, Jan. .28, 1898, v. 46: 213-227. 
Discussion: p. 227-230. T1.864,v.46 
Constable, Howard. Fire-and-water resistance. 
American architect, Feb. 19, 1898, v. 59: 59- 
60. NA1.A3,v.59 
Middleton, G. A. T. Fire-resisting construc- 
tion. The regulations in force in London. 
Engineering magazine, Aug. 1898, v. 15: 780- 
785. TAI.F59,v.15 
Gibson, R. W. Fire proof construction of build- 
ings in the United States. Royal institute 
of British architects. Journal, Dec. 10, 1898, 
3d ser. v. 6: 4964. 
Discussion: p. 64-68. NA12.R65,3d_ ser.,v.6 
1899 Blashill, Thomas. The architect in re- 
lation to fire prevention. Royal institute of 
British architects. Journal, Dec. 23, 1899, 3d 
ser. v, 7: 57-66. 
Discussion: p. 66-75. NA12.R65,3d_ ser.,v.7 
1900 Sturgis, Russell. An unscientific enquiry 
into fireproof building. Architectural record, 
Jan., 1900, v. 9: 229-253. NA1.A6,v.9 
1902 Wright, P. B. The fireproofing of high 
ofhce buildings. Engineers’ 
tern Pennsylvania. 


society of wes- 
Proceedings, June, 1902. 
TAI1.E75, 1902 
Blauvelt, A. Fire prevention for machine 
shops. Cassier’s magazine, Nov., 1902, v. 23: 
183-188. TA1.C34, v.23 
Stewart, Perez M., and R. P. Miller. Reduc- 
tion of fire hazards in building construction. 
Insurance engineering, Dec., 1902, 
TH9201.A1T6 1902 
Ellicott,E. B. The transmission of fire alarms. 
Western society of engineers. Journal, Dec., 
1902, v. 7: 623-644. 


Discussion: p. 644-650. TA1.W52,v.7 


1903 German fire extinguishers. U. 8S. Monthly 
consular and trade reports, Jan., 1903, p. 82- 
84. HC1.R2 

Atkinson, Edward. The prevention of loss by 
fire, an applied science. American architect, 
Feb. 28-Mar. 7, 1903, v. 79: 70-71, 78-79. 

NA1.A3,v.79 

Simple ways of fire-proofing. 

record, Feb., 1903, v. 13: 
119-133. NA1.A6,v.13 

Phillips, T. B. Existing [British] laws, by- 
laws, and regulations relating to protection 
from fire, with criticisms and suggestions. So- 
ciety of arts., Journal, Mar. 13, 1903, v. 51: 
357-381. 

“Laws relating to prevention of fire”: p. 


Sturgis, Russell. 
Architectural 


362-366. T1.864,v.51 
Porter, Horatio. Fire prevention and fire re- 
sistance. Royal institute of British architects. 


Journal, Apr. 4, 1903, 3d ser. v. 
Discussion: p. 297-302. 
NA12.R65,3d_ ser.,v.10 


10: 285-295. 


Woolson, Ira H. Fireproofed wood as a build- 
ing material. Architect and contract re- 
porter, July 31, 1903, v. 70: 76-78. 

NA1.A4,v.70 


Iles, G. Preventing factory fires. 
work, July, 1903, v. 6: 3679-3681. 
AP2.W38,v.6 
Atkinson, Edward. The prevention of loss by 
fire in the United States of America. Ameri- 
can architect, Aug. 1, 1903, v. 81: 43-46. 
NA1.A3,v.81 
Westphalen. Modern ware-houses and sheds in 
the free Hansa City of Hamburg. American 
architect, Aug . 15, 1903, v. 81: 53-54, 
NA1.A3,v.81 
Hunter, W. H. Fire patrol service for dock 
property. Engineering, (London), Aug. 21, 
1903, v. 76: 625-267. TAI.E55,v.76 
Pordage, Arthur. Building construction from 
a fire-brigade officer’s point-of-view. Ameri- 
can architect and building news, Sept. 5, 1903, 
v. 81: 73-76. NA1.A3,v.81 
Clarke, Max. How to make existing London 
buildings more fire-resisting. American ar- 
chitect, Sept. 5, 1903, v. 81: 76-78. 
NA1.A3,v 81 
Welsch. The need for a uniform method of 
testing the fire-resistance of building mater- 
ials. American architect, Sept. 12, 1903, v. 
81: 83. NA1.A3,v.81 
Hands, Alfred. Safeguards against fires caused 
by lightning. American architect, Oct. 3, 
L908, - vi B25: 3-4. NA1.A3,v.82 
Stewart, P. M. Fireproof construction. Ameri- 
can architect, Oct. 24, 1903, v. 82: 2 


World’s 


30-32. 
NA1.A3,v.82 

Boles, Jules de. Fire prevention in Hungary. 
Municipal journal and engineer, Oct., 1903, 


v. 15: 167-169, TD1.M95,v.15 
Stewart, P. M. Preventing the spread of con- 
flagrations. Engineering magazine, Dec., 
1903, v. 26: 440-441. TA1.E59,v.26 


1904 


Lautenschlaeger, C. Theatre fire and. its 
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prevention in Germany. Scientific American, 
Jan. 23, 1904, v. 90: 59. T1.85,v.90 
Sewell, J. S. Report to the Chief of engineers, 
U. S. A., on the Baltimore fire. Engineering 
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R. Ford. 

Electric Railway Jnl., Nov. 30, 1912, p. 
1108. 


New York Edison Company’s Answer to Rate 
Discrimination Charge. 
Electrical World, Nov. 30, 1912, p. 1134. 
Wrong Basis for Rates. D. F. Jurgenson. 
Public Service Regulation, Nov. 1912, p. 


699. 
Just Value of Monopolies and the Regulation 
of the Prices of Their Products. Joseph 
Maver. 


Amer. Society Civil Engineers Proceedings, 
San. $912, .0.. 35. 

Regulation and Utility Financing; The Effect 
of Restricted Rate of Return on Capital. A. 
S. Miller. 

Public Service, 11-12 p. 211. 

Rate Systems from the Central-Station Solici- 
tor’s Viewpoint. J. E. Bullard. 

Electrical World, Nov. 16, 1912, p. 1042. 

Reasonable Gas Rates and Their Determina- 
tion. C. L. Cory. 

Progressive Age, Nov. 15, 1912, p. 964. 

Continental Systems of Charging for Current 
by Contract. D. Bercovitz. 

Electrician, Aug. 9, 1912, p. 900. 

Municipal Appeal to State Commission. 

Electrical Review, Nov. 9, 1912, p. 911. 

Course of Railway Rates since 1870. Wm. Z. 
Ripley. 

Railway Age Gazette, Nov. 8, 1912, p. 869. 


Cost of Furnishing Electric Service. 
Public Service, 9-12, p. 113. 


Report of the Committee on Fares and Trans- 
fers and Prepayment Operation. 
Electric Rwy. Jnl., Oct. 10, 1912, p. 763. 
Half Million Deficit in Three Cent Fares in 
Cleveland. 
Public Service, 9-12, p. 97. 
Making rates for Electric Plants. H. Erickson. 
Public Service Regulation, 9-12, p. 579. 
Statistics on Gas Prices. 
Public Service Regulation, Sep. 1912, p. 
640. 
New Jersey Gas Case, (Passaic). 
Pub. Service Regulation, Jan. 1913, p. 25. 


Valuation 


A Comparative Study of the Four Principal 
Methods of Appraising the Value of Public 
Utilities with Special Reference to the Valu- 
ation of the Freeport, Ill. Waterworks Prop- 
erties. 

Engineering & Contracting, Oct. 2 & 9, 
1912, 
Going Value Recognized in New Jersey. 
Gas Record, 2-10-13, p. 137. 

Railway Valuation as Proposed in the Adam- 

son Bill. H. T. Newcomb. 
Railway World, Jan. 1913. 

Report of the Committee on Railroad Rates 
and Plans for Ascertaining Fair Valuation 
of Railroad Property. 

National Association of Railway Commis- 
sioners, 1912, p. 1068. 
Electric Rwy. Jnl., 11-23-12, p. 1065, Edit. 
p. 1051. 
Valuation Methods and Plans Analyzed. 
Public Service Regulation, 12-12, p. 757. 

Ethical and Economic Elements in Public Serv- 

ice Valuation. James E. Allison. 
Quarterly Jnl. of Economics, Nov. 1912, p. 
998. 
Valuation of Land for Rate Making Purposes. 
Electrical Review, 12-14-12, p. 1106. 

Two Conflicting Theories of Valuation of Pub- 

lic Service Companies. Halbert P. Gillette. 
Engineering & Contracting, Dec. 11, 1912. 

Valuation by the National and State Govern- 
ments. 

Electric Rwy. Jnl., 12-7-12, p. 1139. 

Appraisal of Water Power Rights. Halbert P. 
Gillette. 

Engineering & Contracting, Dec. 4, 1912, p. 
999, 

Abstract of Opinion in Sheboygan, Wis., Gas 
Case re Valuation of Property. 

Public Service Regulation, 10-12, p. 695. 

Principles of Valuing Property with Special 
Reference to Industrial Properties. Henry 
K. Rowell. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
Sep.. 1912, p. 1277. 
Intangible Values. 
Stone & Webster, Nov. 1912, p. 901. 


Appraisals of Intangible Values in Public 


Utilities. W. J. Hagenah (Abs.). 
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Electrical World, 10-26-12, p. 866. 
Electric Traction, 10-12, p. 1054. 

Accuracy of Appraisals: Physical and Non- 

Physical Valuation. M. Schreiber. 
Aera, 10-12, p. 249. 

Valuation of Public Service Properties: Many 
Valuable Points Explained and Cases Cited, 
L. R. Nash. 

Stone & Webster Public Service Jnl., 10-12, 
p. 241. 

Intangible Values of Electric Railways 
Their Determination from Accounts. 
J. Hagenah. 

Electric Rwy. Jnl., Oct. 9, 1912, p. 698. 

Determination of Going Value ;Methods of 
Fixing Value of Intangible Utility Assets. 
Morris Knowles. 

Public Service, Oct. 1912, p. 812. 
Accounting 

Notes on Switchboard Fires. 

Electrical Review, 1-18-13, p. 135. 

British Railways: Their Accounts and Statis- 
tics. W. M. Ackworth and George Raish. 

Jnl. of the Royal Statistical Society, June, 
1912, p. 730. 


and 
Wm. 


Uniform System of Accounts for Telephone 
Companies. 
U. S. Interstate Commerce Commission, 


First Issue, Jan. 1, 1913. 
Classification of Accounts as Adapted to Co- 
ordinate Departments. W. H. Forse, Jr. 
Elec. Rwy. Jnl., 12-21-12, p. 1229. 
Electric Traction, 12-12, p. 1179. . 
Auditor’s Legal Liability. 
Jnl. of Accountancy, July, 1912. 
Cost Accounting in Engineering Department, 
Nor. Pacific. C. D. Passage. 
Railway Age Gazette, 9-27-12, p. 578. 
Capitalization 
No Public Utilities Without Private Capital. 
Stone & Webster Pub. Serv. Jnl., Feb., 
1913. 
Decision in New Jersey. re Capitalization of 
Expenditures for Improvements. 
Elec. Rwy. Jnl. 11-9-12, p. 1007. 
Capital Absorptions of Public Utility Enter- 
prises. 
Commercial & Financial Chronicle Novy. 2, 


1912, p. 1162. 
Regulation and Utility Financing. Alten S. 
Miller. 


Public Service Nov., 1912, p. 890. 
Capitalization of Excess Earnings. 
Electrical Review Oct. 5, 1912 p. 817. 


Franchises 


Public Policies and Public Utilities. Oscar T. 
Crosby. 
Public Service Feb., 1913. 
Labor 
Government Mediation in Railroad Labor Dis- 


putes. Seth Low. 
Electric Rwy. Jnl. 2-1-13 p. 212. 


Washington Workmen’s Compensation Report. 
H. L. Hindley. 
Pacific Bldr. & Engr. 1-4-13 p. 3. 


Municipal Ownership 


Ultimate Settlement of ‘Transportation Prob- 
lems. 
Commercial and Financial Chronicle Feb. 
15, 1913 p. 449, 


New York Legislative Committee Opposed to 
State Hydroelectric Scheme. 
Electrical World Jan. 25, 1912 p. 176. 


Pasadena, Cal. Municipal Electric Lighting 
Plant: Facts Brought out in Investigation. 
Public Service 1-13 p. 27. 
Review of Knoop’s “Principles and Methods of 
Municipal Trading.” 
Stone & Webster Pub. Serv. Jnl. Jan., 1912. 
ew York State Hydroelectric Scheme. 
Electrical World, Jan. 4, 1913. 
Governmental Regulation of Railways. S&S. O. 
Duna. 
Public Service Regulation 11-12, p. 709. 
Abstract of Report on Municipal Ownership of 
Gas and Electric Plant, Newburyport, Mass. 
Progressive Age, Dec. 16, 1912, p. 1094. 
Liability of Municipalities for Negligence in 
Operation of Electric Light Plant. 
Municipal Jnl., Dec. 12, 1912, p. 1018. 
Ownership of Public Utilities. John B. Miller. 
Electrical Review, Nov. 30, 1912, p. 969. 
Municipal Ownership Failures. 
Moodys Magazine, Oct., 1912, p. 855. 


Depreciation 


Depreciation in Valuations of Public Service 
Corporations for Various Purposes. E. A. 
Saliers. 

Jnl. of Accountancy, 2-13, p. 106. 

Depreciation and Income Tax: Case of Muni- 
cipal Undertakings. 

Journal of Gas Ltg., Jan. 7, 1913. 
Depreciation and Replacement of Growing 
Telephone Plants. Burke Smith. 

Telephony, Apr. 27, 1912, p. 1062. 

Compulsory Depreciation Charge. 

Jnl. of Accountancy, 12-12, p. 431. 

Methods of Computing Depreciation. 
P. Gillette. 

Electrical World, Dec. 14, 1912, p. 1273. 

Finding Fair Value. J. E. Allison. 

Pub. Service Regulation, 11-12, p. 716. 

Depreciation: Methods of Providing for anl 
Recording, with Special Reference to the 
Practice of the Wis. R. R. Comm. W. Erick- 
son. 

Engineering & Contracting, 11-6-12, p. 506. 

Use of Depreciation Data in Rate Making and 
Appraisal Problems. H. P. Gillette. 

Electrical World, 11-2-12, p. 927 Ed. 909. 
Engineering & Contracting, 10-30-12, p. 
476. 

Methods of Determining Life of Public Utili- 
ties. 

Engineering & Contracting, Oct. 23, 1912, 
p. 869. 
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Depreciation in Gas Works. 
Progressive Age, Oct. 15, 1912, p. 870. 


Depreciation and Obsolescence. 
Light Railway and Tramway Jnl., Sep. 6, 
1912, p. 791. 


Commissions 


Limitations of Commissions’ Powers. H. T. 
Newcomb. 
Railway Age Gazette, 1-3-13, p. 23. 
List of Public Service Commissions from Ta- 
bles Prepared by National Civic Federation. 
Progressive Age, 12-2-12, p. 1023. 


Public Service Commissions: Decisions Reflect 
Mental Attitude of Public toward Public 
Service Corporations. A. S. Miller. 

Progressive Age, 12-16-12, p. 1074. 

Illinois Legislative Hearings on Proposed Pub- 
lic Service Commissions. 

Electrical World, 12-7-12, p. 1186. 


Manitoba’s Public Service Commission. 
Canadian Electrical News, 12-12, p. 72. 


Are Public Service Commissions Worth While. 
Electrical Review, 11-23-12, p. 962 Ed. 


Methods of Procedure under Wisconsin Utility 
Law. C. B. Salmon. 
Engineering & Contracting, 
425. 
State and Municipal Control of Utilities. John 
M. Eshleman. 
Public Service Regulation, Sep., 1912, p. 
587. 
State Regulation of Public Utilities. 
Knowles. 


10-16-12, p. 


Morris 


Engineering Record, Sept. 21, 1912, p. 776. 


Competition 


Court Refuses Long Acre Company Permission 
to Issue Bonds. 
Electrical World, Jan. 4, 1913, p. 30. 
Compilation of Cases in re Protection from 
Competition. 
Rate Research, Dec. 25, 1912, p. 196. 
Proposed Competition at Portland, Ore., be- 
tween Public Utilities. 
Public Service, 9-12, p. 99 Rd. 
Federal Control of Corporations: the Evils of 
Monopolies. R. H. Montgomery. 
Jnl. of Accountancy, 10-12-272, p. 18. 


Taxation 
Mr. Whitbridge Complains about the Burden 


of Taxation in New York. 
Electric Railway Jnl., Jan. 4, 1913, p. 42. 
Inequitable Methods of Taxing Public Utili- 


ties. 
Public Service, Dec., 1912, p. 968. 


Libraries 


Municipal Reference Libraries. 
Municipal Journal, Nov. 14, 1912. 


Reference Books as Public Utilities. G. W. 
Lee. 
Library Jnl., 11-12, p. 587. 
Filing and Indexing of Tracings: Methods 
used on the Erie. 
American Engineer, Aug., 1912. 
Contribution of Library Science to Efficiency 
in Modern Business. L. B. Krause. 
Public Libraries, 7-12, p. 247. 
Classification for Railway Files. S. E. Wal- 
lace. 
Railway Age Gazette, Oct. 18, 1912. 
Relations of the Library to the City. John C, 
Dana. 
American City, Oct., 1912. 
Library as a Business Asset. D. N. Handy. 
Engineering News, Oct. 17, 1912. 
Regulation 


Regulation of Public Utilities. Wm. J. Ha- 


genah. 
Electrical World, Jan. 4, 1913, p. 27. 


Federal Water-Power Policy. M. O. Leighton. 


Engineering News, 12-12-12, p. 1088-p. 
1108 Ed. 
State Regulation of Public Utilities. Morris 


Knowles. 
Public Service, 12-12, p. 253. 
Effect of Regulation in Texas. 
Railway & Engineering Review, June 1, 
1912, p. 978. 
Legislation ys. Regulation in Electrical Distri- 
bution. J. E. Macdonald. 
Jnl. of Electricity, Power & Gas, 11-2-12, 
p. 367, Ed. p. 392. 
Operation of the Wisconsin Public Utilities 
Law of 1907. 
Engineering Record, 10-26-12, p. 459. 
Federal Control of Corporations. Robert H. 
Montgomery. 
Jnl. of Accountancy, Oct., 1912, p. 862. 
Regulation of Service Rendered by Gas Com- 
panies. H. von Vittinghoff. 
Stone & Webster Pub. Service Jnl., 10-12, 
p. 266. 








THE PHOTOSTAT IN THE LEGISLATIVE 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 


[From The Hartford Daily Times, Feb. 8, 
1913.] 


On the first page of the Legislative Bulletin 
issued during the session of the general assem- 
bly by the Connecticut State Library, appears 
this notice: ‘Members are reminded that the 
special legislative reference department of the 
state library, located in the new state library 
and supreme court building, is at their service. 
In this department there has been assembled 
and conveniently arranged for ready reference 
not only the laws, journals, printed bills, spe- 
cial and departmental reports of Connecticut, 
but the special reports, literature, laws and 
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proposed laws relating to the principal ques- 
tions now before the general assemblies of the 
several states. As the material in this section 
is being added to daily, it is hoped that this 
department may be used freely. Messengers 
between the state capitol and state library will 
be on duty in the corridor on the second floor 
near the house.” 


This new and exceedingly important branch 
of the work of the state library has been made 
possible by the installation of a photostat, a 
device equipped for the rapid photographing 
of printed or written documents, maps, draw- 
ings, records, etc., directly upon the surface of 
a sensitized paper with the image in correct 
position instead of reversed as upon the ordi- 
nary glass plate. 


The photostat is in reality a camera with 
a bellows and a prism used in connection with 
the lens, to reverse the image so that the 
printed or written page in the finished print 
will read from left to right as in the original. 
At the back of the machine there is a light 
tight magazine for holding a roll of 350 feet 
of sensitized paper 11% inches wide, with a 
device for automatically rolling and cutting off 
pieces the desired length. Developing and fix- 
ing trays are also attached to the rear of the 
camera. 


In front of the machine is a stand known 
as the copy holder, with a glass cover, in 
which is placed the book, document or record 
being photographed. On either side of the copy 
holder is placed a mercury vapor lamp which 
throws an intense light on the object being 
photographed. 

The principal purpose of the photostat is to 
make an exact copy of any bill submitted to 
the legislature, quickly and cheaply. To learn 
the contents of these bills it has been necessary 
in the past to find the clerk, and through his 
favor get access to the desired bill, which 
has caused no little inconvenience both to the 
clerk and to the public. During the sessions of 
1909 and 1911 a successful effort was made by 
the state librarian, George S. Godard, to se- 
cure type-written copies of the more important 
bills, and have them accessible to the public in 
the state library. While this was an improve- 
ment over the old method, it did not fully ac- 
complish the desired result. When Mr. God- 
ard learned that a machine had been devised 
for photographing documents, he suggested the 
purchase of one of these, with the result that 
it was installed in December, with everything 
in readiness for the opening of the general 
assembly. Through the courtesy of the secre- 
tary of state and the clerks of the house and 
senate opportunity has been given to make pho- 
tographs of every bill after it has been cal- 
endared for the journal of the general as- 
sembly. This enables the state library to have 
a practically complete file of the legislation 
thus far introduced. 


The photostat was recommended by the com- 


mission on economy and: efficiency appointed 
by former President Roosevelt, for use in the 
various departments of the United States gov- 
ernment. The apparatus is located in one of 
the work rooms on the lower floor of the. state 
library, and is enclosed in a heavy wire screen, 
with a lock on the door, thus providing absolute 
security and freedom from injury. Only the 
attendants who make the photographs are al- 
lowed to be within the enclosure when the 
photographs are being made. 


The use of the photostat is not limited to the 
mere copying of legislative bills. Under the 
authority of chapter 175 of the public acts of 
1909, the state librarian may have a_ photo- 
graph made of any original document deposited 
in the Connecticut state library, and issue with 
it a certificate which carries with it the same 
standing in the courts that the original docu- 
ment would have. The usefulness of this act 
has been greatly increased since the installa- 
tion of the photostat. 


The first copy comes out of the machine hav- 
ing a dark brown surface on which the photo- 
graphed, printed or written text appears in 
white letters. This copy is used as a negative 
and from it copies are made which have black 
letters on a white background, 





A very considerable body of encyclopedic 
knowledge could be collected here and there 
from the hundreds of thousands of judicial 
opinions—information regarding matters 
literary, medical, philosophical, psychologi- 
cal and the like. In fact, the judges prob- 
ably drew much of it from the _ encyclo- 
pedias or standard treatises even where 
these sources are not mentioned in the 
opinions. See, for example, the definitions 
of steel and pig iron, and the interesting 
description of the process of producing 
them, in the opinion of Mr. Justice Brown 
in Carnegie Steel Co. v. Cambria Iron Co., 
185 U. S. 403, 22 S. Ct. Rep. 698. And in 
National Electric Signaling Co. v. United 
Wireless Telegraph Co., 189 Fed. Rep. 727, 
is given a brief and lucid explanation of 
the method of operation of wireless telegra- 
phy. <A person who is never intoxicated 
and who is, indeed, positively temperate in 
the use of intoxicating liquor may die of 
delirium tremens precipitated by a severe 
physical injury. Such was the case in Me- 
Cahill v. New York Transp. Co., 201 N. Y. 
221, 94 N. E. Rep. 616, citing, as 
“a case singularly similar,” Turner v. Nas- 
sau Elec. R. Co. 41 N. Y. App. Div. 213, 
58 N. Y. Supp. 490. A history of the mak- 
ing of armor-plate for war ships, and a de- 
scription of the “Harvey process” of face 
hardening, are given by Judge Buffington 
in Fried. Krupp Aktien-Gesellschaft v. Mid- 
vale Steel Co., (C. C. A.) 191 Fed. Rep. 588. 
—From Law Notes. 4 
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CURRENT REFERENCES 


Refuse disposal. 


A book on “Modern destructor practice” 
by W. Francis Goodrich, author of several 
former works on similar topics, has been 
published in England and America and is 
“primarily intended as a review of modern 
practice in refuse disposal.” 116 illustra- 
tions and 46 tables accompany the text of 
278 pages. 1912. 


Sleeping car companies—Accounts. 


“panies as 


The first revised issue of the “Classifica- 
tion of revenues and expenses of sleeping 
car operations, of auxiliary operations and 
of other properties for sleeping car com- 
prescribed by the Interstate 
commerce commission” has been issued 
by that Commission, to be effective July 
1, 1912. This new edition covers the 
same ground as the earlier edition with 
the addition of the classification of rev- 
enues and expenses of auxiliary opera- 
tions and of other properties. 41 p. 


Smoke. 


Julius B. Cohen and Arthur G. Ruston 
are the authors of a recent book pub- 
lished in London entitled “Smoke, a 
study of town air.” The subject is 
treated scientifically in its relations to 
health, the growth of vegetation, disin- 
tegration of stone-work. [llus.88 p. 1912. 


Social centers. 


A further development of the social cen- 
ter movement is treated in a recent publi- 
cation from the Division of recreation of 
the Russell Sage foundation of New York 
city. “Social center features in new ele- 
mentary school architecture” by C. A. 
Petry the author of “Wider use of the 
school plant.” The purpose of the pamph- 
let, which contains the architectural plans 
of 16 socialized schools is “to make avail- 
able to those who are engaged in con- 
structing new buildings some of the ad- 
vanced plans that have been adopted in 
American cities.” 56 p. 


Tuberculosis—Labor classes. 


The first number of a series of bulle- 
tins on Workmen’s insurance and com- 
pensation, from the U. S. Bureau of la- 
bor, and also whole number 101 of the 
Bulletin of the Bureau is devoted to an 
exhaustive study of “Care of tubercu- 
lous wage earners in Germany” hv F 
erick L. Hoffman. Since tuberculosis is 
responsible for 15% of the disability an- 
nuities granted men and 9.5% of those 
granted to women under the German 
compulsory invalidity insurance law, 
the systematic treatment and care in re- 
gard to this disease has been highly 
developed in Germany, hence the value 
of this work. 183 p. 


Special legislation. 


James McKirdy of the Pennsylvania 
Legislative reference bureau has _pre- 
pared a pamphlet on “Special legis)a- 
tion in Pennsylvania” to make “clear to 
the members of the legislature the full 
procedure required by law prior to the 
introduction of special bills.” 12 p. 1912. 


Telephone—Statistics. 


The American telephone and telegraph 
company has had compiled by its statis- 
tician and has issued in pamphlet form 
the “Telephone statistics of the world.” 
The sources which were consulted for 
these statistics are government reports, 
telephone company reports and personal 
correspondence. 35 p. May 1, 1912. 


Telephone and telegraph—Regulation. 


In November 1911, the American tele- 
phone and telegraph company issued the 
second edition of its “Comparative sum- 
mary of laws relating to the regulation 
of telephone and telegraph companies by 
commission, in force Nov 1, 1911,” and 
in September of this year, that edition 
is brought to date by a supplementary 
volume of 80 pages. The laws, in both 
volumes, are summarized by subjects 
and sub-subjects. 


Street railways. 


The Report of the Electric railroad in- 
spector of Buffalo, N. Y., to the New 
York state public service commission, 
2nd district, on traffic conditions in Buf- 
falo, was issued May 16, 1912 and a Sup 
plementary report appeared Sept. 3, 1912. 
The earlier report presented a compre- 
hensive but tentative plan, based on the 
investigation, for re-routing the car lines 
of the city, which would be of advantage 
to the city and to the citizens and the 
Supplementary report is a protest against 
part of this plan. 126 p. and 4 p. 


Social hygiene. 


Havelock Ellis, well known for his 
“Studies in the psychology of sex,” says 
in the preface of his new book—“The 
task of social hygiene,’—“The book I 
now bring forward, may be more prop- 
erly regarded as a presentation of the 
wider scheme of social reform out of 
which the more special sex studies have 
developed.” The chapter headings are 
of interest as showing the scope of the 
work; Changing status of women; New 
aspect of the woman’s movement; Eman- 
cipation of women in relation to roman- 
tie love; Significance of a falling birth 
rate; Eugenics and love; Religion and 
the child; Problems of sexual hygiene; 
Immorality and the law; War against 
war; Problem of an international lan- 
guage; Individuals and. socialism. 414 
p. 1912, 
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